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WINTER NEWSLETTER
July 19 Committee meeting - all members welcome - by phone, zoom or in person 
TBA. Please let Michael know if you can make it irissocietynsw@gmail.com or 0412 
985 238
The unprecedented turmoil of the past four months has been horrible, but for many of us it 
has also been a rare opportunity to be fully immersed in the garden. Nurseries have never 
been busier with mail order in particular proving a boon to gardeners everywhere. Yes, it’s 
not the same as visiting a nursery or garden to select plants, but it has made gardening 
possible and opened avenues we may not have tried before. Iris are in fact one of the 
plants many have always bought via the post whether online, phone or posted form. 
The autumn rain has also been a boon with many perennials proving to have survived the 
summer drought. Granted a lot didn’t, but lets stick to the positives! Naturally the iris have 
nearly all toughed it out, and while the blooms and increase may have been low, they will 
bounce back. 
The NSW Iris Society Show is looking like its going to happen! The dates (31Oct-1 Nov) 
are still booked in and we will keep you informed as we get closer. 
The National Convention, scheduled for 22-26 October unfortunately remains cancelled. 
One of the great disappointments to NSW gardeners was the cancelling of the Collectors 
Plant Fair, their online sales didn’t stretch as far as some of us (in Orange for example) 
would have liked.  The good news is its rescheduling to September 26-27 at Hawkesbury 
Race Club, Clarendon NSW. The Kariong Plant fair (28-29 Sept) remains cancelled. 

Happy gardening 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR AGM MEMBERS’ RAFFLE 
WINNERS
Claude Greenhalgh took out first prize: a year long subscription 
to Country Style Magazine, Graeme Grosvenor and John Taylor 
received second prize of a $50 voucher from Tesselaar and 
Christina Paterson collected third prize of 10 Dutch Iris Bulbs - 
Discovery also from the very kind people at Tesselaar. 
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IMPORTANT DATES
19 JULY
NSW Iris Society Committee meeting- all members welcome - by phone, zoom or in person 
TBA. Please let Michael know if you can make it irissocietynsw@gmail.com or 0412 985 
238 

26-27 SEPTEMBER 
Collectors Plant Fair, Hawksbury Race Club, Clarendon NSW  

26-27 SEPTEMBER
Blackheath and District Horticultural Society - Celebrating 100 years - Flower and Craft 
Show Blackheath Community Hall, Blackheath NSW please check the website closer to the 
dates for confirmation http://blackheathhorticulturalsociety.wordpress.com/

31OCTOBER - 1 NOVEMBER - Fingers crossed 
NSW Annual Iris Show, Blackheath Community Hall, Blackheath NSW 

17-18 JULY - Cancelled
The Society for Japanese Iris Convention - Nova Scotia, Canada  

22 TO 26 OCTOBER - Cancelled
Iris Society of Australia National  Convention, Adelaide SA 

WINTER IRIS CARE
Arilbred - Graeme Grosvenor

Fertilising little and often will produce good results with the use of an all purpose rose food 
desirable in late winter, after flowering in spring, in early summer and again in late summer. 
These iris all need extra lime or dolomite.  

Bearded - Michael Barnes 

In an ideal world, you probably don’t need to 
do anything with your beardeds in winter. In 
my world, however, I find myself doing the 
jobs left over from autumn! And summer! 

After the summer and autumn transplanting, 
all of the existing roots die to be quickly 
replaced with newcomers. Similarly, autumn's 
leaves are dying back and being pushed to 
the outside of the fan by new foliage. 

With rain, dews and frosts, rhizomes that are 
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inclined to soft-rot can struggle through the colder months. As such, removing the spent 
leaves is the main job to keep up through winter. 

If you’re going to fertilise, remember it’s the months starting with A in which you do it. In 
August, I’ll be spreading a custom blend with an NPK of 13-14-12. Know your soil before 
you start to complement it with fertiliser, but keep Nitrogen levels down for your irises or 
you’ll end up with super foliage but less bloom spikes. Image- Montmarte at Irisaustralias, image Barb 
Levy 

Bulbous

Winter is a fairly straightforward time for bulb iris, 
including reticulata, which should have been 
planted well and truly before June. As long as there 
is some rain, sit back and don’t do a thing. Image- iris 
reticulata 

Iridaceae Dietes
 
Though not technically an iris, they are related and 
autumn and winter are when to divide. Water the 
plant well then dig up the whole clump. Use a sharp 
spade to cut into divisions and discard the central 
old part. Trim the foliage back and discard any 
dead looking bits. Refresh the soil with compost and 
a balanced fertiliser before planting the next day. 
These easy care fast growing iris will generally 
flower in the first spring after dividing or cutting 
back. 

Basic tidying of dead foliage will keep Dietes 
looking fresh, and not much more needs to be done 
in winter unless you are dividing the clump. For 
general trimming don’t cut the flower stems unless 
they are well and truely dead as they will keep 
flowering for years according to Burke’s Backyard. 
Whether you give the whole thing a haircut is up to 
you and can be done from autumn to early spring. Some like to cut the whole plant back 
each year for fresh all over growth and if you live somewhere warm this may be best. In 
colder climates where growth is less rampant a trim is all that is needed. If you do give the 
whole lot a cut, water well and apply a balanced fertiliser. Image- Dietes iridioides  

Ensata and Laevigata - Barbara Levy

In temperate and cold regions these iris have a dormancy period in winter, when their 
leaves turn brown and die off. It is good practice to clean up and remove the dead foliage 
as close to the ground as possible along with weeds, and including any old flower stems 
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with unwanted seed pods.  Rather than composting, 
discard these dead leaves so that any pests or 
diseases are not recycled.   
Generally healthy plants are very winter hardy, and 
don’t need any extra protection unless you are in a very 
cold area or the plants are not in good condition or are 
still small.  Pine tree needles, being acidic make a 
good mulch for these acid loving plants, but straw will 
also do the job if you decide to mulch and can be 
scraped away in spring and used elsewhere or dug in if 
it has broken down.  During dormancy, when the 
rhizomes aren’t growing, extra irrigation can be 
stopped until shoots start to appear. 
If grown in pots in standing water, laevigata/ensata should be cleaned up as described 
above.  Where the water is likely to freeze during winter lift the pots or drain the water 
they’re standing in.  If the winters are mild you can leave the pots standing in shallow 
water. Image- Ensata, image Barb Levy 

Evansia tectorum - Lyz Taylor 

Commonly known as crested or 
Japanese roof Iris, this beautiful 
woodlands Iris is perfect for a morning 
sun or filtered sun position.  The 
evergreen ribbed-like foliage delivers 
fabulous winter flowers that are long 
lasting in the garden & great for cut 
flower value factor!   

Early winter it is imperative to check 
the plants have not grown above 
ground level as the roots may need 
additional soil & some organic 
compost or dynamic lifter to 
encourage good blooms and healthy 
growth for the next season, ready for 

splitting and moving.  Removing the dead outer foliage will reduce the energy 
requirements of each plant, while, of course, looking much better. 

Once established these Iris can be vigorous growers and actually quite a drought 
tolerant plant!  Providing excellent value in the garden toward the end of winter, 
generally flowers are in abundance during August end to mid-end September. Truly a 
pleasure to grow in the garden. Image- Iris Evansia Tectorum, image John Taylor Kinspirit

Louisiana - Lyz Taylor 

A tad of winter care may provide more and better blooms come spring. Louisiana Iris 
are a beautiful evergreen favourite of mine.  Just keeping the dead foliage striped 
away, to reduce any pest and disease issues, helps in the winter and keeping a 
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minimal amount of water up to these beauties will 
provide a great start for them to come into their 
spring blooms.   

Treat Louisianas to a slow release fertilise mid 
August to encourage excellent blooms and healthy 
plants to continue increase. 

If your Louisiana Iris 
are grown in the 
ground they most 
likely will be growing 
up from the ground 
level and may require 
some additional soil 
to cover any exposed 
roots.  Louisiana 
rhizomes should be 
planted 3-5cm 
beneath the soil as 
they have a habit of growing up fairly quickly (especially 
in pots). 

Louisianas are acid loving and everything you use to 
grow your Azaleas and Camellias is perfect for their 

requirements. Ie: a slow release fertiliser. Most important is a minimum of 4 hours 
filtered sunlight, but if grown in full sun all year round they just grow taller & greener. 
Happy Irising. Images- Hail Mary, Imagined Oceans, images John Taylor, Kinspirit 

Pacific Coast Native - John Taylor 
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PCNI or Californian iris are best planted or moved in late Autumn to early winter, however, 
do it with great care, never let the rhizome dry out and transport in damp paper or 
sphagnum moss. Prepare the soil in the new position with a medium amount of well rotted 
manure (not too much). They prefer a slightly acidic soil, but like all iris will tolerate a slight 
range. They also like a bit of shade and do well under camellias and other acid friendly 
plants.   
 

To dig your clump use 
a fork rather than a 
spade. The roots are 
relatively shallow, but 
watering well the night 
before will make it 
easier and less likely to 
cause damage. Use a 
garden fork just outside 
the rootball and go in 
at a 45 degree angle, 
push the fork handle 
towards the ground  
then lift. It takes a bit of 

muscle but not much. If you are lifting a portion 
of a plant, determine a corner and work from 
either side to remove an exterior section. A bit 
like removing a slice from a pie. 

Shake the excess dirt from the removed clump 
and gently start teasing the plant apart. Some 
divisions will come away easily, others will need 
to be broken off, look for new white root growth 
(lower left of the image to the right) and discard 
any spent rhizomes  as they will not reflower 
( where John is pointing in the image).  

Clip the foliage back to about 15cms. 
The clump pictured yielded six new 
divisions.  Plant each division into moist 
friable soil so that the new roots are 
covered and the leaves are relatively 
upright.  Water in well and compost. It 
is important to keep Pacificas watered 
until established and even then they will 
require a bit of water to flourish. Feed 
with a balanced fertiliser quarterly. 
Images- previous page PCNI HM03 16-176 John 
Taylor, image John Taylor. This page - a freshly dug 
clump. Division showing spent rhizome and new root 
growth. A trimmed and ready divion. Planted 
division.  
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Siberian

Low maintenance and lovely once established, there is nothing 
you need do through winter except keep the weeds at bay and 
clear up any dead bits you haven’t gotten to.  

Spuria

Nothing much needs to be done for Spuria at this time of year. 
Basically, clear up anything you haven’t gotten to in summer, and 
just leave them alone. If replanted or divided they do not flower in 
the first season after being lifted. 

Unguicularis

Also known as Algerian Iris, Winter Iris and Stylosa, Iris 
Unguicularis flowers through winter and is a wonderful addition to 
the garden. Relatively easy to care for though it does like 
additional water if you are heading into a drought. Some like to cut 
the foliage right down in autumn so the flowers sit high of the leaves, others like to the 
clump to do its own thing with the flowers sitting midway within the long thin leaves. Well 
drained alkaline neutral, chalk, clay, loam sand soil are its preferences, so, good just about 
anywhere and very nice with peonies! In winter, the care is simple - don’t do anything 
except admire. 
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INTERNATIONAL IRIS COMPETITION IN FLORENCE 2020 
Tall Bearded
1st Premio Firenze (Gold Florin): 
DALÍ (Augusto Bianco - Italy) 
pictured 

2nd Tuscany Region Prize: IN ROSA 
PER CASO (Valeria Negri - Italy) 

3rd Confindustria of Florence Prize: 
IDLE RICH (Keith Keppel - USA) 

4th Italian Iris Society Medal ‘Piero 
Bargellini’: RAFFAELLO (Simone 
Luconi - Italy)  

5th Honourable Mention: EDILIA (Augusto Bianco - Italy) 

6th Honourable Mention: ROND DE JAMBE (Stefano Paolin - Italy)  

7th Honourable Mention: MARTIS RUJU (Amedeo Fadda - Italy)  

8th Honourable Mention: HIGH DESERT (Keith Keppel - USA) 

9th Honourable Mention: BLIND AMBITION (Keith Keppel - USA)  

10th Honourable Mention: ACROSS THE STORM (Davide Dalla Libera - Italy)  

Special Prizes: 
Comune di Firenze Prize for the Best Red Variety: PUROSANGUE (Augusto Bianco - 
Italy)  
Chamber of Commerce Prize for the Best Commercial Variety: BLIND AMBITION (Keith 
Keppel - USA)  
Amici dei Fiori Prize for the Best Italian Variety: DALÍ (A. Bianco - Italy) 
Louise Branch Prize for the Best Branched Variety: DALÍ (A. Bianco - Italy)  
Florence Garden Club Prize for the Most Original Colour: MIXED SIGNALS (Keith 
Keppel - USA)  
Perugia Garden Club Prize for the Best Scented Variety: MOICANO (Augusto Bianco - 
Italy) 
Rora and Luciano Bausi Prize for the Best Blue Variety: not assigned  
Giorgio Saviane Prize for the Best Early Variety: HIGH DESERT (Keith Keppel - USA)  
Antonio Del Campana Prize for the Best Late Variety: CNOSSO (Tiziano Dotto - Italy)  
Prize for the Best Violet Variety: VIOLA DAMASCO (Stefano Paolin - Italy)  
Laura Tancredi Prize for the Best Pink Variety: IN ROSA PER CASO (Valeria Negri - 
Italy)  
Società Toscana di Orticultura Prize for the Best Border Bearded Variety: not assigned 
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Meet the Member - Anne Magill
Joining the NSW Iris Society in 2020 via the 
Millthorpe Garden Ramble, Anne has been 
interested in iris since moving to Clifton Grove in 
Orange just four and a half years ago. Prior to the 
move, Anne and Owen’s eldest son had made the 
move to Orange and it quickly turned out that they 
were spending more time in Orange than Sydney. 
As such, they made the decision to move and 
fortuitously were able to buy the property directly 
opposite their son.  
Located on the outskirts of Orange, Clifton Grove 
is a development of five plus acre properties with 
an abundance of established trees and trees 
planted when the development was sold on some 
20 years ago. For Anne, who was moving from 
Mona Vale and a 900sqm block of sub-tropical 
garden, Orange presented a very different climate 
and a very different style of gardening. “Though 
the garden had some very nice deciduous trees 
that were about fifteen years old then, twenty now, 
the garden was neglected and we really had to 
start by ripping a lot out and establishing a 
garden to suit the area” says Anne, adding 
“Luckily there were a lot of tulips, daffodils and 
jonquils that came up and gave us a nice 
surprise.” To this assortment Anne started adding 
Bearded and Californian iris she purchased from 
Rainbow Ridge. “The bearded are the ones I love, 
and of all different heights. There is a maroon, 
brown and yellowy orange that I love, and I love 
the white with a purple edge and the plain purple 
as well” says Anne (possibly Toronto, My Friend 
Joyce, and Dusky Challenger).  
She was also given iris by friends and has Evansia 
(woodland iris) purchased from the Friends of the 
Orange Botanic Gardens spring/autumn plant 
sale. The Evansia have now increased to form four large clumps. Indeed, with a good 
bore and dam (though the dam like everyone’s ran dry this last summer) her iris have 
all increased well with Anne able to share her iris with neighbours and friends as well 
as potting some up for future plans. She doesn’t keep name tags for the iris, instead 
she bundles 3 rhizomes of a kind together and gives it a number equivalent to where 
along her fence-line it grows.  
One of the most prolific iris Anne grows, which she describes as “the weed of the iris 
family but beautiful when they flower” came to her in a strange way. After the dam was 
pushed on their property a large hole remained. This was then filled by a man who was 
getting rid of excess dirt generated while building garages.“The iris just started coming 
up, so we dug them up and now they flower constantly, very good value!” says Anne. 
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CONTACT
President: Barbara Levy, 33 Park Avenue, Blackheath NSW 2785, 0433 494 102, 
bbl@internode.on.net 
Secretary/Treasurer: Michael Barnes, 2419 Bells Line of Rd, Bilpin NSW 2758 , 0412 985 238, 
Michaelbarnes987@hotmail.com 
Newsletter Editor: Gillian Serisier, 4837 Mitchell Highway, Orange NSW 2800, 
gillian@gillianserisier.com 

Iris Society of Australia NSW Region Inc. PO Box 7196 Leura NSW 2780

irissocietynsw.org.au

irissocietynsw@gmail.com

facebook.com/irissocietynsw/

Louisiana iris at Kinspirit, image John Taylor
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